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promote the celebration of a "Red Olympiad" in Barcelona
in opposition to what they called the "Brown Olympiad"
of Berlin; and interspersed among these political and athletic
demonstrations there were organized general strikes in order
to test the functioning of the local committees and the district
radio stations. At times they went even further, as on that
day of revolt which they inspired by spreading the false
rumour that the Right were distributing poisoned sweets
among the children, and which ended in assaults on churches
and convents ; and that night of terror that saw the churches
of San Luis and San Ignacio and the newspaper plant of
La Nation go up in flames, great flaming torches in the
resplendent light of which the capital of Spain could read the
tragedy of its future.
There were assaults, attacks, and useless strikes. There
was arson, forcible seizure of city factories, sacking and
seizure of rural farms. There were hold-ups on the highways,
political murders and much fighting; and every day, that
indispensable and endless list of civil guards and army
officers dismissed, shifted or put on waiting lists, and
accused of being reactionaries. Fascists, or of lukewarm dis-
position toward the regime.
There was more tragedy and disorder in one day under
the Popular Front government than under three months of
normal rule.
As an example, El Diario Fasco of San Sebastian, in the
issue of May 14, contained the following news items despite
an iron-clad censorship :
"Figo. Fascist youths were shot at. An army officer, inter-
vening in their behalf, drew forth more fire. The officer
finally had to hide in his home, which was then burned.
The civil guard, who attempted to restore order, were fired
upon. Many were killed and wounded."
"Jaca. A Communist councillor was attacked by an